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I MOLECUL AR CYTOA4ICS I Tn 
i.Thii 



Basis of the opizaon 
Priority 

Non-estabUshmemof cpiiuonwiflireBard rnnni/^i^, s« 

upnuon wiiD regard to novelty, mventive step and industrial ^licability 

Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Rule 43bis J (&\(\\ wirK a • 

applicability; ciu.do:. ^^t^^^^^l'S^:::^' ^ - -<^-iai 

Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the interaaiionaJ application 
Certain ob^vations on the international application 
2. FURTBER ACTION 
If a demand for intemational preliminarv eT3r^ir.<,f 

For further options, see Fonn PCT/ISA>a20. ""^ "'l>i«*evw e;q,ires later. 





Box No. I 


□ 


Box No. 11 


□ 


Box No, III 


□ 


Box No. IV 




Box No. V 


□ 


Box No. VI 


□ 


Box No. VII 


□ 


Box No. Vm 



3. For further details, see notes to Fonn PCT/JSA/220. 
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



Intemational application No. 
PCT/IL04/00661 



Box No. I Basis of this opinion 



1 . With regard to the language, this opinion has been estahlished on the basis of the interxiaiional application in the language is «^ch 
it vvas filed, unless otherwise indicated under diis icem. 

n This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following language 



which is the language of a translation furnished for die purposes of international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23. 1(b)). 

2. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino add sequence disclosed in the international application and necessary to the 
claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. tj'pe of material 

I I a sequence listing 

table(s) related to die sequence listing 

b. formal of material 
□ m wrinen format 

m computer readable form 



c. 



time of filing/furrdshing 

□ contained in intemational application as filed. 

□ filed together with the mtemational appUcation in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Audiority for the purposes of seaxch. 



^' ^ LdTr -^H ? f ' ^ ^ ^^^^^^ li^^^ ^d/or table relating thereto has been 

4. Additional commenLs: 



Fonn PCT/ISA/237(Box No. I) (January 2004) 



V 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUIHOKITy 



International qjplicadon No. 
PCTyiU)4/00661 



Box No, V Reasoned statement under Rule 43 Ws.l(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations suppoocting such statement 

1. Statement 



Novelty (h3) 


Claims 


2,3,5-7.39.40.49 .53 ^5-8 1.88- 185 


YES 




Qainis 


1 ,4,8-38.41-48.50-52.54.82-87 


NO 


Inventive step CIS) 


Claims 


NONE 


YES 




Claims 


M85 


NO 


Industrial applicability (I A) 


Claims 


1-185 


YES 




Claims 


NONE 


NO 



2. Citations and explanations; 

aaims 1, 4, 8-3S, 41-48, 50-52, 54 and S2-87 lack noveliy under PCT Ardcle 33(2) as being andc^faied by Deutsch et al. With 
reqject id daim 1, Oie reference of Deutscli et al. discloses a multiweU plate tbat includes a plurality of wells defined by walls (40) 
(See Figure 52) wherein each weU includes a plurality of picoweUs. With respect to claim 4, the wbUs are rectanaulaily packed. 
With leqiect to daims 8-38, see Figures 1-26 and related disdositte. With respect to daims 41-48, 50-52 and 54. see paee 37 fust 
Ml paragrqjh, which (fisdoses Ifae materials and laminated stmcture of the device. With respect to claims 82-87, see Figure 26 and 
Ste SSs""^ «fisc««ses the use of roicroinachined elements for adding, removing and/or detecting relative to the cells vnthin 

nl^w.^',^^^'** r^' 53. «5-80. 88-106 and 1 13-134 lack an inventive step under VCT Artide 33(3) as being obvious over 
Deutsch et al Tlie reference of Deutsdi et al. has been discussed above. Withrespect to daims 2, 3 and 5-7 while toe referrace 
t^^rT"'?fl''^ °f « 'orm^i. it would have been obvi^ to one of ordinary sM \te ai^ S^^^a 

l^LZ ^ ^''P^f ,^ of providing a standardized weU format that is compatible with the indusi^ 
hT^"°° ''^ r" ^l"^.- '^"^ '° ^- 53 . 66-69 and 73-78. in th^ absence of a stoSof 

crmcalny and/or unexpected results, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in die art to deiennine Se optS^terial 

54. to column 4. Une 5) In Wewof iSS,«T«^,?h f ? u "^S a gd membrane (See column 3. line 

invention was nidTto prov^i^^ iJ^c^S^^'^f T °^ in the art al the time the 

pn.vidin8 a means rJ^S^m 0.1^ fofz^^SS'aT^'LTrafi^:^^ '^'^^ ^-^.'^^^'^re^t of 
surrounding environmen. that can be contaminat^L^SL^rr X^nS^^^^^^ « 

Sn^r^iroTs^t " '-^'''^'^ ^PP^-'^aity because the subject matter claimed 




